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MIXED FORTUNES 
FOR THE BNP 


Trade Union activism vitai in grassroots campaigns to defeat the BNP 


BNP racists won a total of 13 seats last 
month meaning that they now have 16 local 
councillors across England. They have 
11 more councillors than before last month’s 
local elections. One BNP councillor is certainly 
one to many but the BNP did worse than it 
thought it would. More than half of its 
councillors elected last month are in Burnley 
and with the exception of its seat gained in 
Broxbourne the fascists failed to make new 
ground. The BNP couldn’t capitalise on asylum 
in places where it expected to and in several 
towns, for example Oldham and Sunderland 
they were shocked at their total defeat. 

The past year or so has seen the emergence of a grassroots 
anti-racist and anti-fascist movement. Trade unionists 
have played a leading role in local campaigns. These 
campaign groups have heen involved in producing 
hundreds of thousands of local campaign leaflets door to 
door. They also distributed 400,000 copies of the 
Searchlight special newspaper - a hackhreaking job! 
Demand was huge and we ran out of papers in the final 
days of the campaign. Trade Unions nationally, regionally 
and locally gave strong support and some produced their 
own anti-BNP literature, which they circulated to, 
members e.g. UNISON and USDAW. Many trade unionists 
worked tirelessly campaigning over many months. 

In the centre pages we report on local campaigns - 
there is no doubt that the BNP fail to make gains where 
there are strong campaigns against them. 

The asylum issue is not quite the vote winner the BNP 
thought it would be - they got dire results in Kent where 
asylum has been a hot local issue for some time. It seems 
that where there is racial tension - or areas of “white 
flight” - the fascists do well, and where there isn’t they 
don’t. In spite of the BNP trying to make itself respectable 
and “asylum” being the issue on the doorstep, the truth is 
that beneath the veneer the old-fashioned racist party got 
old-fashioned racist votes. 

Broad based locally led campaigns that address local 
concerns - and by so doing unmask racist myths - are the 
best way to destroy the BNP. Our job is to fight the fascists 


not just at election time but all year round. 

There are boundary changes and all out local elections 
in many towns and cities in June 2004. There are also 
European elections. If we wait to campaign until a couple 
of months before the elections it is too late. Now is the 
time to get active. 

To defeat the BNP it is vital that trade unionists become 
actively involved in local campaigns. Only going to 
meetings or conferences, rallies, passing resolutions or 
sending e-mails will not defend our towns and cities 
against fascism. Getting involved in local grassroots 
campaigns is the only sure way to make your area a fascist 
free zone. 



■ For further information and full election results see 
www.stopthebnp.com 


Contact TUFS to find out about your 
local campaign group or to talk 
about starting a new one. 











Election roundup 


TUFS NEWS brings reports from local union activists on 
their involvement in local campaigns against the BNP 
earlier this year. 


Black Country 

THE BNP TOOK three of the nine Black 
Country seats they contested and one of 
the six in Stoke-on-Trent. The former 
deputy leader of the BNP also overtook 
her Tory opponents in South 
Staffordshire under her new hanner of the 
Freedom Party. 

But despite all these setbacks, other 
results gave some grounds for optimism. 
Most of the campaign this year consisted 
of door-to-door leafleting, and 
concentration on Tipton Green - the 
ward where there was the biggest threat. 
In the event, both the BNP and the 
Freedom Party were defeated here for the 
second year running. As one activist put 
it, “we have left a big hole in the nazis’ 
plans to dominate the area”. 

What uldmately overwhelmed activists 
in the Black Country was a more general 
but nevertheless dramatic rise in the BNP’s 
vote over the past year. In the three wards 
they had fought before, for example, their 
vote rose by an average of 12 percentage 
points. More remarkably, they polled an 
average of 24% in wards not contested 
before. In one of these wards, TMdale, they 
took as much as 30%. This was among the 
highest BNP votes anywhere in a seat 
where they were not elected. 

Bradford and Kirklees 

BRADFORD SAW OFF the BNR which 
stood in 8 wards in the city. Anti-fascism 
in Bradford is coordinated by the Trades 
Council through its anti-fascist 
committee. The Trades Council has 
fulfilled this role since the 1970s. 
Bradford Trades Council Anti-Fascist 
Committee (BTUC-AFC) was stongly 
supported by AMICUS-MSF, GPMU and 
UNISON and has widely developed its 
campaign base. The decision was taken 
to work target areas and Queensbury was 
worked intensively with 3 editions of the 
Queensbury Focus and the Searchlight 
tabloid. Intensive investigative work 
meant the BNP candidate was exposed 
for forging assentors names, which led to 
his arrest. This was picked up by the local 
press and got excellent coverage. The 
Bradford campaign is confident about 
learning and growing and is building for 
the big test in next year’s elections. 

In anticipation of the BNP fielding a full 
slate this year, the Kirklees group was 
formed, much along the lines of the 
Oldham model, with the support of trade 
unions, local councillors, tenants’ 
associations and anti-fascist campaigners. 

The campaign began in late February. 
By mid-March had drawn up an agenda 
of activity and were out three times a 


week. New members were all new to the 
anti-fascist movement. Members of the 
Green Party, Fiberal Democrats, Labour 
councillors and people who had never 
been involved in politics were all 
essential to the group, and donated a lot 
of time and resources. 

The Searchlight tabloid was very well 
received by almost everybody to whom 
we spoke. That response made the 
backbreaking job of delivering 5,000 
newspapers worthwhile. It had the feel of 
an easy read and clearly hit home with 
the facts on every page. 

In addition to the tabloid another four 
leaflets were produced for Thornhill 
which were delivered to every 
household. Work was also done to ensure 
that the Muslim vote came out in 
sufficient force to stop the BNP. 

Broxbourne 

TO THOSE WHO walk the white Lea 
Valley Regional Park’s riverside paths into 
Hertfordshire, just north of London, the 
BNP’s victory in Broxbourne should have 
been no great surprise. Ramon Johns, 
took 48.44% in Rosedale ward in a 30.8% 
turnout. Elsewhere in Broxbourne, Ian 
Seeby got 15.95% on a 27% turnout and 
John Gope managed 30.8%. 

The area is not deprived, run down or 
full of asylum seekers, in fact according 
to local Gonservative councillors there 
are no refugees there at all. 

Burnley 

THE ELECTION RESULTS were a disaster 
- the BNP won 7 seats taking their total to 
8 councillors. It is now the second largest 
group on the council and polled only 200 
votes less than Labour across the town 
with 3 fewer candidates. 

How did it happen? The Labour 
campaign was more energetic than last 
year’s but the fact is that Labour failed to 
respond quickly and aggressively to the 3 
BNP councillors elected last year. In 
contrast the BNP never stopped 
campaigning - their campaigning 
continued throughout the year. 

More importandy there was a failure to 
understand that the BNP vote was about 
race. The truth is that underpinning the 
BNP vote is a great dislike of Asian 
people. The anti-fascist campaign also 
lost momentum. 

The council leadership made blunder 
after blunder and the national Labour 
Party wrung its hands. Anti-fascists and 
Labour in Burnley need to move speedily 
and understand why people voted BNP 
and campaign to undermine the BNP 
councillors. Burnley must start to fight 


back now - the consequences of not 
doing so are unimaginable. 

East Midlands 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party crashed 
to disaster across Nottinghamshire as a 
result of regular work in the communities 
by a combined force of trade unionists, 
green activists and veteran anti-fascists, 
who had been pursuing the BNP since 
last May’s local elections and had 
prevented the fascists from standing in 
two local by-elections. 

Halifax - an anatomy of failure 

HALIFAX IS RAPIDLY earning itself a 
reputation as the British National Party’s 
capital in Yorkshire. On 1 May the BNP 
doubled its representation on the council 
and came close in several other wards. Its 
eight candidates averaged 27% of the 
vote and the party has already 
announced its intention to stand in every 
ward in next year’s all-out elections. 

Like in Burnley, the rise of the BNP has 
been precipitated by the decline of Labour. 
In 1997, Labour held 45 of the 54 seats on 
Calderdale council. Today, it languishes 
well behind the Tories and the Liberal 
Democrats with just 10 councillors. 

It would be wrong to believe that all the 
problems of Calderdale can be laid at 
Labour’s door. Polling evidence again 
shows that many Conservative voters 
switched to the BNP. 

North East 

A RECORD 54 CANDIDATES stood for 
the BNP in the local elections but in the 
end they didn’t win a single seat. 

In Sunderland there were 25 
candidates, a full slate and the BNP talked 
of gaining seats after securing 28% in 
Town End Farm ward last year. In 
Sunderland BNP candidates achieved 
second place in 5 seats and polled 13, 700 
votes across the city. In the party’s target 
ward of Town End farm, the BNP raised its 
share of the vote by just 1%. Sunderland 
Coalition against Racism, led by trade 
unionists worked hard with TWAFA (Tyne 
and Wear Anti-Fascist Association) from 
October onwards leafleting the city. Three 
local broadsheets were distributed in a 
number of wards as well as the 
Searchlight newspaper. 

In Gateshead, Gateshead against the 
Nazis, built a group of trade unionists, 
councillors and ANL members. They 
worked tirelessly distributing 3 campaign 
leaflets and the Searchlight newspaper. 
The group is already planning activity for 
the summer months. 

Elsewhere in the northeast, in 
Darlington, Newcastle, Stockton, South 
Shields and Co Durham anti-fascists 
leafleted with the Searchlight tabloid the 
BNP were held back. 

Anti fascist work in the northeast was 
supported by northeast trade unions. 




Ribble Valley Against Racism 

One of the most successful anti-BNP 
groups was in the Ribhle Valley where 
dozens of local people prevented the 
BNP making its expected breakthrough. 

The BNP put up five candidates in the 
small market town of Clitheroe, 
Lancashire. They failed to win a seat but 
got 22% of the vote in the town. 

The opposition to the BNP are all local 
people desperate to avoid the fascists 
gaining electoral representation. It was a 
grass roots phenomenon. 

Clitheroe is about nine miles from 
Burnley (three BNP councillors in 2002, 
eight in 2003) and Blackburn (one BNP by- 
election success in 2002). The Ribble Valley 
has one of the highest average incomes in 
the country and a high proportion of 
residents with qualifications. Tourism is an 
important part of the local economy. 

Ribble Valley Borough Council is 
controlled by the Conservatives, who 
mainly come from the rural areas, while 
the councillors representing the town are 
nearly all Liberal Democrats. The local 
Labour party has declined over the years 
until it is now virtually defunct. 

Ribble Valley Against Racism (RVAR) 
was formed in October 2002 in response 
to the BNP recruitment drive. This gave 
us seven months to build our network of 
supporters and develop a leafleting 
campaign which culminated in a new 
leaflet every week during the last few 
weeks leading up to election day. 

We decided early on that we would be 
an independent organisation but work 
closely with any other organisation 
which opposed the BNP. 

We leant the ways of the far right. To 
most of us fighting fascism was a new 
experience. We needed guidance. We 
established links with those who had 
been resisting the BNP in Burnley and 


Blackburn. Later we drew on the 
experience of others from around the 
country in Oldham, Wigan, Bradford and 
elsewhere. We learned fast. 

We realised we needed help with 
conceptualising and designing leaflets. 
Searchlight came to our aid and together 
we produced a series of four leaflets under 
the title Heart of the Valley with a distinctive 
bridge logo to buUd brand recognition. 

Over the whole campaign we delivered 
seven leaflets and the Searchlight tabloid, 
about 48,000 items in all. Scores of 
leafleters, all local people, kept up the 
pace to the end. 

Wigan - united action defeats BNP 

BY EARLY 2003 the BNP were ready to 
field 5 candidates in this year’s local 
elections and it looked likely they could 
win the ward where they stood last year. 
Within the main body of anti-racist 
opinion locally the prevailing view was 
“ignore them and they will go away”. In 
February a group of friends set up Wigan 
and Leigh United Against Racism - this 
cross party, cross faith, cross-cultural 
and cross community organisation 
gained the support of businesses, trade 
unions and the Council. 

Wigan and Leigh United against 


Racism began a campaign that resulted 
in the BNP only fielding 2 instead of 5 
candidates and stopped the BNP 
bandwagon in its tracks. 

The group had no hierarchy but task 
groups: media, community 

campaigning, education and sports, 
music and culture and finance and 
fundraising and work was shared out. 
Unity of the group was central - a very 
focused message of anti racism was 
primary. Regularly 30 people from across 
he political spectrum gathered to deliver 
anti racist newsletters in 2 wards and the 
anti racist message was preached in 
churches and temples. 

The anti-racist message gained 
widespread support - Wigan Council 
produced a widely distributed 
“Exploding the myths about asylum” 
leaflet. Wigan Athletic Football Club 
came aboard and hosted a big event at 
their stadium and the press became 
receptive to the anti racist message. 

Wigan anti-fascists have leant a lot: 
that unity is strength; that racism will not 
go away unless actively challenged; that 
support for the anti-racist message is far 
greater than they imagined. The BNP will 
try to come back but Wigan anti-fascists 
are already keeping up the campaign. 


BNP Eastbourne Organiser is TSSA member 


Alan Winder, long time fascist and BNP Eastbourne 
organiser, works as a guard for South Central Rail at 
Eastbourne. Just as directed by the BNP leadership he has 
joined the union - in this case the TSSA (Transport and 
Salaried Staff Association) - the white collar rail union. 

Winder has been around the extreme right for many years 
- since the early ISO’s - and as a teenager was a British 
Movement activist who liked his paramilitary dress. In 1997 
he and Bill Binding, a BNP parliamentary candidate set up a 
bank account for a national Ku Klux Klan organisation. But 
at the first meeting they were photographed by Sunday 
Mirror Journalists acting on Searchlight information. So it all 
turned into a fiasco. 

He then lost his Job at the Inland Revenue Valuation Office 
where he had previously been a member of the union, the 
Inland Revenue Staff Federation. He was accused of passing 
internal documents to Steve Sargent and David Myatt the 
leaders of the National Socialist Movement. Some of this 
information about trade unionists who he worked with 
appeared on ‘Stormer’ hit lists. Two of his workmates were 
put on the hit list because they were anti racist. 

Not only is Winder a member of the TSSA but he is taking 
advantage of what the union has to offer. We understand he 
was nominated by his union to complete a TUC basic skills 
course at South Downs College in Lewes and has applied to 
become a TUC trainer. We wonder what kind of training he 
could be thinking of. 


If his past history is anything to go by trade unionists and 
the TUC should give him a wide berth and send him packing. 
Searchlight is informed that TSSA are investigating the 
situation. Lets hope they expel him - people like Winder 
have no place in our trade unions. 

Anti fascists will remember that ASLEF expelled Jay Lee, a 
train driver and member of the union when they discovered 
that he was a BNP member. Lee stood as a BNP candidate in 
Bexley in the 2002 elections. He took ASLEF to an Industrial 
Tribunal and the tribunal has found in favour of the fascist Lee. 

ASLEF however will fight on. An ASLEF spokesperson told 
Searchlight “ ASLEF are to appeal to the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal and we are confident ASLEF’s position will be 
upheld on appeal” 

Of course the BNP are overjoyed - their website states 
Lee has been “victimised” and ... “we will not tolerate 
political persecution of our members .. Join us stay out of 
our way or be prepared...” 

Fascists have no place in our trade unions - they should 
be expelled. But trade unions also face the situation where 
the law does not allow expulsion purely on the basis of BNP 
membership. We have a situation where the BNP leadership 
is encouraging members to infiltrate trade unions and it is 
clear the law must be changed. The trade unions must 
urgently do a Job of work to campaign for a change in the 
law. A Labour government should be clear, politically and 
morally, that legislative change is an urgent priority. 







Searchlight Fighting Fund 

There is not let up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNR In the lead up to the 2003 local elections we 
have worked with locally based anti-fascist and 
anti-racist groups defending their towns and cities 
against the fascist threat. We have assisted 
groups to produce thousands of local leaflets as 
well as 400,000 copies of our special edition 
Searchlight newspaper. Generous help and 
support of trade unions have assisted us in this. 
The BNP now have 16 councillors; this is not an 
election campaign: it is all year round 
campaigning. There is a huge amount of work to 
be done and we need to build a solid financial 
base to continue and extend our campaigning 
work. Trade unionists are the backbone of anti¬ 
fascist and anti-racist work - please support the 
Searchlight Fighting Fund. 


We are asking Trade Unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. In 
order to build the fund we are also asking 
individual trade unionists to make donations 
and/or commit to a monthly standing order. 

Please assist us financially to enable us to build 
and continue the work. Together we will win! 

tiSearchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchiight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working Jointiy with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.99 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 

TUFS NEWS sponsored by USDAW northern region 


Name 

Union 

Address 

Postcode 

I enclose my donation of £ _ 

(Please make cheques out to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 

Please debit my account with the sum of £ _ 

immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all information must be completed) 

Your bank name and address 


post code 

Your account no Sort code 

Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 

Signature Date 

Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 



Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchiight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials. 

■ New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Trade union activists’ network 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grassroots level. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

Union 


national/regional/branch/trades councils (please specity) 


Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone (h) (w) 


Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; 
more than 500,000 members £200; trades councils £30. 

Cheques payable to Searchlight. 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG ■ Tel 020 76818660 m Fax 020 76818650 
email tufs@searchllghtmagazlne.com m www.searchllghtmagazlne.com 


Trade Union activists’ network 

Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 


Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone (h) 


(w) 


Fax 


Mobile 


Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 













































